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I entered the Navy after graduating with a degree in Psychology from
Vanderbilt University, and became a carrier-based helicopter pilot. I spent
a decade on Active duty, serving around the world and then working in the
Pentagon in the latter years. My last job was part of a branch handling
housing— with a portfolio comprised of 66,000 houses and 120,000
apartments/barracks. We were working on complex public-private
ventures to fund the Navy’s insatiable need for housing, with a $1.6B
budget. It was there that I became fascinated with historic homes in my
role overseeing major property restorations, from Hawaii to Colorado to
Washington DC. I left the Navy in 2001, and moved my family back to
Jacksonville, where we’d been stationed in the 1990's. I stayed in the Navy
Reserve, until retiring in 2012.

This background—and a suggestion from a friend— was the impetus I
needed for entering the real estate profession, with an emphasis on
historic and luxury properties. I loved people, and the adrenaline rush of
sales was perfect for a former Navy Pilot. I never looked back, and have
now been the #1 agent in my office for 15 consecutive years! 

TEAM 
LEADER
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Core to Jon’s success is his partnership with his

brokerage platform at Watson Realty. The founder’s  

values align closely with Jon’s, and that has created

an incredible and very successful synergy.  

When Jon was mobilized in 2006, leaving his

business for 16 months to serve in Afghanistan, the

company rallied to support his family and customers

any way they could. It’s support he will never forget,

and he tries to return that loyalty every day.

BUSINESS HISTORY

WATSON REALTY CORP.



My focus is 100% on my customers and in helping them
navigate the complex financial, technical and emotional
process of transitioning into a new home, whether they are
buying, selling, or both. My guidance, knowledge, expertise and
compassion can make an enormous difference in their lives,
regardless of income level or sales price. I know that sharing my
knowledge and experience will always be rewarded with
success, although I may not understand how different pieces of
business are connected. Simply put, positive business karma
pays great dividends!

I apply this same focus to my Team. We set training and
development goals, and also prioritize individual objectives.
This creates a holistic approach to our work. We strive to stoke
the talents of our team, and create a better working
environment for everyone. We also attempt to conduct
ourselves in the same way as we negotiate with the opposing
side. It’s a better experience for everyone if we can work
together professionally.

While celebrating the individual, we need to also keep an eye
on the numbers. I constantly revise a written plan to serve as an
outline of what will be tracked, and on what basis. I focus on
measuring our continued progress, and diligently practicing
solid business habits. This allows me to analyze and improve
our systems to consistently provide the best service possible,
while also fostering the growth of each Team member. 

PROFESSIONAL
PHILOSOPHY
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MANAGEMENT, GROWTH
& INNOVATION

1 home/week

Average pace of Jon’s
sales in the last 10 years

203%

Increase in Jon’s average
closed sales price in the
last 10 years

When I left the Navy for Real Estate in 2002, it didn’t seem like a
viable career move. This was before HGTV, Bravo, and even Zillow.
My squadron mates thought it seemed silly. Well, after 100's of
Millions in sales, and becoming THE dominate market leader in the
historic core, no one is laughing. I also accomplished this by taking
an unusual approach. First, I focused my efforts on becoming a
community leader. I rose to top leadership positions in the
Chamber, San Marco Preservation Society, Boy Scout Pack 35/Troop
35, and volunteered extensively with Southside United Methodist
Church, San Marco Merchants, JCCI, and other non-profit groups.
The results have been spectacular!

Second, I created a hybrid Team, where I worked with other
Realtors on different projects, with an a-la-carte approach. I saw
each agent as a “strategic partner,” which ended up being a very
effective way to expand resources when business was crazy, but
scale back easily when it slowed. The real estate market is
constantly in flux, and this method is unique. Now, Susan Hopkins,
my long-time “strategic partner” is actually becoming an equity
partner, preparing us for explosive growth in 2024! 

While I have personally sold almost 500 homes
just in the neighborhoods surrounding

Jacksonville’s Downtown, I’ve also closed sales in
Amelia Island, Crescent Beach, St Augustine &

Green Cove Springs. I’ve helped over 1,000 people
and families so far!
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Jon’s Closed sales since 2002

Jon’s Closed sales each year since 2002



While I was busy growing the business, I was also active as a
community leader, activist and protector. I invested an incredible
amount of time in the Chamber, San Marco Preservation Society,
Boy Scouts, Southside United Methodist Church, San Marco
Merchants, JCCI, and other non-profit groups.

As a combat vet (Bosnia/Afghanistan), I had a different
perspective on protests, challenges and threats to the
community. A fierce advocate of free speech, I fought to ensure
my neighbors had a chance to participate in giving input to
planned developments and even peacefully protest as they did
in 2020 and again in 2022. I just joined them (in the George
Floyd march in 2020), or confronted them (at the Proud Boys
protest in 2022), to keep things peaceful!

Successfully fought to keep (104-year-old)
Boy Scout Troop 35 at Southside United
Methodist Church in the middle of a huge
split within the denomination. The only NE
FL Troop to manage to keep a Methodist
church as their chartering organization!

COMMUNITY LEADER
& ACTIVIST

2021
Brought together opposing neighborhood
groups (SMPS & #RightSizeSM) in San Marco,
to unite against developers

2022
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AUG 2021
- present

While we were experiencing the best surge in real estate in our lifetime,
something else was happening on the other side of the world. Afghanistan
was devolving quickly as the Taliban swept across the Country. I actually had
personal friends, who I’d lived and served with in 2006/2007, contacting me
and begging for help. I joined a loose group of combat vets (AfghanEvac and
Task Force Pineapple) to crowdsource Intel, raise funds, send cash in-country
for escape/survival, mentor and counsel our Allies.
I DIDN’T SLEEP FALL 2021 - often on the phone with people 6-9 hours away
who were fleeing for their lives. Few “liked” my social media posts, and the
efforts were mostly underground, but I was able to personally raise and
deliver $25K in cash, share Taliban checkpoints and escape route info, and
help 41 Afghans get to safety.  Only 15 arrived in the US, and I’m still pushing
for visas to the remainder, who completely qualify for existing programs.
It has been a nightmare. It’s an unpopular story, and is a constant stressful
trigger that literally makes me feel like I am beating my head against the US
State Dept wall. This effort has cost me millions in lost sales, and impacted
my health and time with my family. My Team, my family and my friends have
supported me completely, though, because I can never give up.

THE REAL STORY

https://www.news4jax.com/video/morning-show/2021/08/31/retired-us-navy-commander-helping-refugees-escape-from-the-taliban/


News4Jax story on my
AfghanEvac efforts 

#AfghanEvac
#OpReco

#SaveOurAllies
#HonorThePromise
#NoOneLeftBehind

#IAVA
#DigitalDunkirk
#TFPineapple

Letters my family hasn’t even seen
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https://www.news4jax.com/video/morning-show/2021/08/31/retired-us-navy-commander-helping-refugees-escape-from-the-taliban/


While the real estate business I’ve developed has made
me the market leader in the Historic core, my real passion
is in advocacy and mentorship. This presentation outlines
those local, national and global efforts.

I’m so honored to be given this opportunity to represent
my Council, and the core of my community and business.
Representing the overall Chamber would be a dream-
come-true for me, and I’d look to use the platform to
further promote the amazing growth and future of
Jacksonville, as well as mentor the next group of
Chamber members and businesses. I’ve been involved in
the Jax Chamber for about 20 years, and have had the
opportunity to serve as a Council President, Trustee,
Committee member and Ambassador. None of these
compare to the opportunities for outreach afforded by
the SBLY program, so this is humbling.

STATEMENT OF MERIT

Business
Founder/Leader 
 Jonathan David Singleton, PA 
- doing business as -
The Singleton Team, Watson Realty Corp.

Community
Mentor - Committee Chair, Boy Scout
Troop 35 & Pack 35 (16 year Adult Leader);
Southside Methodist Church Youth Leader
Community Activist - Past-President & 20
year San Marco Preservation Society board
member; San Marco Merchants Member
Industry Leader - Historic Area Council
Founding member & Past-Chair; Real
Estate Instructor (Negotiation Expert)
Veteran Advocate - Founding member TF
Pineapple/Operation Recovery, struggling
to save Afghan Allies from the Taliban.
Strong supporter of the Firewatch and
Iraq/Afghan Veterans of America
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Link to Video
Introduction

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/uvxk2us6184lk9y3ih1mt/IMG_9095.mov?rlkey=mccmxgzramt1t9af8ewe0qep0&dl=0


Afghan efforts:
Commissioned as a Kentucky Colonel, by Gov. Beshear 2022 
Received Special Recognition Award - NEFAR 2023

Real Estate:
Jacksonville Magazine/5-Star Agent (for 15-years running!)
Watson Gold Pinnacle Award (for 10-years running!)
Watson Silver Pinnacle Award (for 15-years running!)
Jax Business Journal Top 50 Agents (perennial winner)
Jax Business Journal 40 Under 40 - 2005

Philanthropy
Jacksonville Military Volunteer of the Year 2008
George Bush Presidential Volunteer Service Award

AWARDS/RECOGNITION
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#1 Team - The Singleton Team

In Watson Realty Corp. as of
Sept. 2023 (out of 53 offices in
Northeast and Central FL)

Top 1% - Jon Singleton

Of the 13,000 Realtors in the
Northeast Florida Association of
Realtors (in 2023)



BIOGRAPHY

21 years, 21 days
Time in service to the US Navy.
Retired in 2012 as a Commander

21 years, 179 days
Time in Real Estate (as of 12/8/2023)
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Jon is extremely active in the Jacksonville community, through
current and recent volunteer efforts. He’s also been engaged at a

high level in the development of downtown Jacksonville since his
return in 2001, and will do anything to continue to support that

progress. He’s recently served a mayoral appointment representing
San Marco on the Southeast Jacksonville Citizen Planning Advisory
Committee, and the last 3 Jacksonville Mayors have referred to him

as “The Mayor of San Marco!” 

Jon Singleton is a native of Birmingham, Alabama. He graduated from
Vanderbilt University (B.A., Psychology) in 1991, and from Troy University
(M.S., Management) in 1992. He was designated a Naval Aviator in 1993 and
reported to Helicopter Anti-Submarine squadron THREE (HS-3) in
Jacksonville, Florida. He deployed with HS-3 on USS ROOSEVELT, USS
KENNEDY, and other warships, participating in Air Strikes in the former
Republic of Yugoslavia and operations throughout the Middle East. In 1997
he transferred to Bahrain, providing logistics support to the NAVY
CENTRAL COMMAND & US FIFTH FLEET. While in Bahrain, he orchestrated
a complex organizational Business Process Reengineering effort, which
tripled the size of the command and reallocated resources to more
effectively meet organizational responsibilities. In 1999 he reported to the
Pentagon (OPNAV/N4) in Washington, DC, as a lead budget and policy
analyst for Navy Family Housing, where he specialized in Public/Private
Ventures.

After leaving Active duty, Commander Singleton received a Reserve
commission and worked at a number of commands in DC, Virginia and
Florida, including two Command tours (both at NS MAYPORT). In early
2006, he mobilized to Afghanistan where he served as a mentor to the
Afghan National Army for Task Force Phoenix at the Kabul Military
Training Center. There he orchestrated another complex (bilingual)
reorganization, tripling the size of the Afghan Training staff and cadre (to
3400 personnel), while managing a $10M monthly (cash) payroll.

Commander Singleton is authorized to wear the Meritorious Service
Medal, numerous other personal awards, and about 20 unit, campaign,
NATO, and service awards.

He now leads a Top Producing Residential Real Estate Team with Watson
Realty Corp. in Jacksonville, Florida with over $250M in sales. He lives in
San Marco with Candace, his wife of almost 28 years. They have 2 grown
children.
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"Jon has proven himself to be a leader with the outmost honor and integrity. He continues to
demonstrate his commitment to his customers with Legendary Quality Service as he assists
them with all of their real estate needs. Beyond that he demonstrates his commitment to the
REALTOR® community through his leadership with NEFAR Historic Council and various training
opportunities at Watson Realty Corp. Additionally he is dedicated to giving back to the
Jacksonville community through the generous giving of his time and resources and other
charitable efforts". - Mark Rosener, NEFAR Past-President (2022)

“Sold in less than 48 hours! I do not live in Jax, Jon did a great job of handling everything” - Jay C.

“When I worked with Jon during my home purchase, he always took my personal needs and
safety into consideration. I never felt pressured or rushed, it was as if I were his only client.” —
Terry L.

“Jon Singleton has raised the bar on ‘closing the deal.’ His attention to detail has resulted in all
closings completed with no problems.” — John S.

"Through service to others, you demonstrate the outstanding character of America and help
strengthen our country... I also hope that you will ask your friends, family, and colleagues to join
you in serving your community and our Nation. May God bless you, and may God continue to
bless America." – Pres. George W Bush

“I extend to you my personal thanks and the sincere appreciation of a grateful nation for your
contributions of honorable service to our country. Your commitment and dedication have been
an inspiration for those who will follow in your footsteps, and for all Americans who join me
today in saluting you for a job extremely “well done.” – Pres. Barack Obama

TESTIMONIALS
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Recognized through recent appearances in: JBJ, WJXT, The
Resident Community News, FORBES, Bloomberg,

 Liberty Life, Real Producers, San Marco Neighbors, etc.


