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Name: Darrin Eakins
Title: CEO
Company: DuBlasé Whiskey
Business Phone: 904-402-1472
Email: info@dublase.com

Are you a member of the Jax Chamber? Yes
Your business is a: Corporation
Year company established: 2020
Percentage of Business which you own: 100%

Industry Type: Other - Beverage

Give a brief description of your company’s products and/or
services: DuBlasé is a privately held American alcoholic beverage
company headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida. 

Number of outlets or offices: 1
Is the company headquartered in Jacksonville? Yes
Number of employees: 1-25

*I HAVE REVIEWED THIS APPLICATION AND CONFIRM THAT ALL
INFORMATION GIVEN IS CORRECT.

Application

See signed application form attachedSee signed application form attached



Established in 2020 and launching the following year, DuBlasé has quickly become an award-winning, premium whiskey, merging meaningful
experiences with purposeful impact.

DuBlasé is about a tribute to life’s most cherished moments and a commitment to giving. Crafted for the discerning palate and inspired by elegance,
legacy, and celebration, DuBlasé elevates every occasion into a meaningful experience. Guided by the expertise of our master distiller, each small
batch is artfully distilled, matured, and blended using the finest natural ingredients. The result: a hand-crafted whiskey of exceptional depth, featuring
subtle notes for a smooth, robust finish that is both balanced and unforgettable.

History and Philosophy
History

To craft award-winning whiskey that delivers an unforgettable experience of
taste and feeling, celebrating life’s most meaningful moments while empowering
communities through purposeful philanthropy and community impact.

Mission

Excellence in Craftsmanship: Every bottle reflects a dedication to
precision, quality, and artistry.
Celebration & Connection: Whiskey designed to bring people together,
elevating life’s milestones and shared moments.
Whiskey with Purpose: A premium experience that merges indulgence
with responsibility.
Philanthropic Impact: Giving back to the communities we serve, ensuring
that every sip contributes to something greater.

Business Philosphy

To be a globally recognized symbol of excellence, known not only for elevating
the art of celebration with exceptional taste, but also for creating a legacy of
empowerment, education enrichment, and meaningful community impact.

Vision



Over the next three years, I will guide DuBlasé
through its next phase of expansion, influence,
and impact:

Expand Market Presence (New States)
Build National Recognition
Advance Philanthropy
Enhance Operations
Innovate the Product Line
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ManagementManagement

DuBlasé Whiskey has grown into a forward-thinking, purpose-driven
company that blends business success with cultural and social

responsibility.
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Whiskey with PurposeWhiskey with Purpose

4x

100%
In this role, I provide executive leadership across strategic
growth, operational excellence, and brand innovation,
ensuring the company’s continued expansion in both
domestic and international markets. I am responsible for
establishing long-term vision, strengthening our distribution
network, and cultivating partnerships that reinforce our
position in the beverage industry.

Driving Strategic Growth and Global Expansion

I lead the vision and growth of our premium, 4x award-
winning spirit crafted to celebrate life’s most cherished
moments. I oversee strategic growth, operational excellence,
and brand development, building a portfolio that merges
meaningful experiences with purposeful impact.

Leading with Vision, Crafting with Purpose



% Growth:
(FL +70%), (GA +100%), (CA +60%),
(DC +200%), (MD +300%), (VA +100%)
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GrowthGrowthDuBlasé has had annual growth in distribution within the market. We are now
selling in (6) states. I negotiate all distribution agreements, oversee compliance,
licensing & onboarding for new markets, and build strong relationships with retail
partners, suppliers and vendors. I also direct the marketing and storytelling
strategy that continues to define our presence. I alongside DuBlasé, have
featured in national media outlets such as Forbes, AfroTech, and the Business
Journal.

Beyond operational leadership, I drive innovation through technology adoption,
Fintech integration, and data-driven decision-making to ensure efficiency and
profitability. My commitment to excellence and purposeful impact remains the
foundation for DuBlasé’s sustained growth and expansion.

Expanding Our Footprint Nationwide

2025: Current States
2026: Target States
2027: Target States

DuBlasé has had annual account growth, allowing us to increase revenue and
expand our reach to new audiences in the market.

I lead our business development strategy, identifying target accounts, and brand
placements that align with our brands vision. I oversee all aspects of account
growth, from initial outreach and tasting events to marketing support and reorder
follow-up.

My leadership centers on relationship-building and execution, ensuring that every
account partnership is built on trust, consistency, and mutual success. By aligning
sales, marketing, and distribution efforts, I help position DuBlasé as both a
premium product and a movement that connects people through craftsmanship,
culture, and purpose.

Proven Market Traction and Revenue Growth



My approach to innovation is holistic. I look at every element of the
business, from product development and packaging to operations and
logistic, through the lens of sustainability. For example, I’ve implemented
steps to source responsibly and minimize environmental impact by
partnering with suppliers who prioritize eco-friendly materials, recyclable
glass, and reduced-waste packaging. I also make deliberate decisions
about logistics, focusing on regional distribution to lower our carbon
footprint while strengthening relationships with local vendors and
retailers.

Innovativeness, Adversity & Competition

Building a company in the spirits industry as a “local, craft”
brand presented real challenges, ranging from limited
access to distribution networks, to competing for shelf
space and visibility. Early on, I faced rejections from
distributors and retailers who questioned the scalability of
a Jacksonville based, local brand. Instead of letting those
challenges define our limits, I focused on relationship-
building and proof of performance.

I personally met with bar owners, restaurant managers,
and local retailers, hand-delivering bottles and creating
sampling experiences that converted skeptics into
advocates. This grassroots strategy built not only
consumer trust but valuable word-of-mouth traction. When
the pandemic disrupted in-person events and retail sales, I
pivoted quickly to virtual tastings, digital storytelling, and
direct consumer engagement online. These actions not
only sustained our brand presence during a global
downturn but expanded our following across new regions.

Adversity: Turning Obstacles into Opportunity

I focus on differentiation through authenticity,
community engagement, and storytelling. I’ve
positioned DuBlasé in the growing “conscious
luxury” segment, a category that values purpose
as much as prestige. This positioning allows us
to attract more socially aware consumer base
who wants their purchases to mean something.

Competition: Strategic Differentiation in a
Shifting Market



Mentor with intentionMentor with intention

As a business leader, I’ve always believed that success carries a responsibility to open doors
for others to create opportunities. My journey with DuBlasé Whiskey has been guided by that
principle. For me, entrepreneurship is not only about building a brand, it’s about building
people, communities, and legacies.

Through The DuBlasé Foundation, which I founded as the philanthropic arm of the whiskey
company, I help bridge the gap between industry and education. A percent of annual funds
goes o the foundation to fund S.T.E.A.M. scholarships, camps, competitions, and partners with
schools and community organizations to expose young people to careers in science,
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. One of our hallmark initiatives is the
Minecraft Education Challenge, a countywide challenege that helps re-envision Jacksonville’s
communities and public spaces. By integrating S.T.E.A.M., urban planning, and sustainability,
this program cultivates creativity, collaboration, and civic engagement among young learners.
Each year, I help facilitate this extraordinary program because I believe exposure and
encouragement at the right time can change a life’s trajectory forever.

Leadership and Community Contributions

Board of Directors: DuBlasé Foundation Inc. 
Board of Directors: Level the Playing Field Leadership Academy Inc.

Service in Action

Leadership Florida - Connect Class 14
Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville
Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens - Zooliance
Jim Moran Institute of Global Entrepreneurship - Small Business Executive
Program Class XV
Hightower Emerging Leaders Fellowship - ℅ 2023
Leadership Jacksonville - ℅ 2023
FAMU National Alumni Association
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts Alumni Association
Jax Chamber
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Community Involvement
Distinguished Alumni Award - Florida A&M University
Outstanding Leadership & Support Award - Think Bold
Festival and Conference 
40 Under 40 Award - Jacksonville Business Journal
FAMU 40 Under 40 Award - Florida A&M University
Top 20 Under 40 Award - FBX Fest

Awards and Recognition

Charitable Contributions



Darrin Eakins is the Founder and CEO of DuBlasé Whiskey. He is a proud graduate of
Florida A&M University, and holds a bachelor’s degree in Construction Engineering.

Known for his strategic vision and forward-thinking approach, Darrin has established a
track record of success in several ventures, including Eakins Enterprises, Golden Age
Innovations and the philanthropic arm, The DuBlasé Foundation, each anchored in
sustainable growth and community-driven impact. Under his leadership, Golden Age
Innovations has become a catalyst for progress, with a business model that blends
innovation with social purpose.

A native of Jacksonville, Florida, Darrin’s professional accomplishments have earned him
national recognition, with features across major media outlets including ABC, NBC, BET,
the Business Journal, and Forbes. His accolades include being named to Florida A&M
University’s Distinguished Alumni (2025), Jacksonville Business Journal’s 40 Under 40
(2025), Florida A&M University’s 40 Under 40 (2023), and Top 20 Under 40 by the FBX
Fest (2021).

Deeply committed to civic engagement, Darrin serves as President of the DuBlasé
Foundation and sits on the board of Level the Playing Field Leadership Academy. He is also
an active member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., the Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce, and the FAMU National Alumni Association.

Darrin is an alumnus of several prestigious leadership programs, including the Jim Moran
Institute for Global Entrepreneurship (Small Business Executive Class XV), Hightower
Emerging Leaders Fellowship (Class VII), Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2023, and
Leadership Florida Connect (Class XIV).

With a steadfast commitment to excellence and a passion for empowering others, Darrin
continues to champion innovation, economic equity, and collaborative growth across the
state of Florida and beyond.

Addendum: Biography



As Founder and CEO of DuBlasé Whiskey, I have devoted my professional journey to building more than a
brand, I have built a movement that blends luxury, purpose, and community impact. What began as a
vision to create a premium spirit that celebrates life’s most cherished moments has grown into an award-
winning company redefining how consumers experience whiskey. I am honored to lead DuBlasé into its
next era of growth, and it is with deep gratitude that I submit this statement for consideration as Overall
Small Business Leader of the Year.

When I founded DuBlasé Whiskey, I envisioned a brand that would embody sophistication, craftsmanship,
and social good, a reflection of my belief that business can be both profitable and purposeful. Today,
DuBlasé stands as a 4x award-winning premium whiskey distributed in six states and expanding,
celebrated for its smooth taste, refined packaging, and philanthropic mission. Through disciplined
strategy, operational excellence, and creative leadership, I have led the company to year-over-year
growth in both distribution and account volume, supported by a strong network of on-premise and off-
premise partners.

My approach to leadership combines entrepreneurial drive with strategic innovation. I personally oversee
every facet of the brand, from developing distributor relationships and negotiating retail placements to
leading our marketing vision and philanthropic programming. I believe leadership is about inspiring
people to build something greater than themselves. Through community partnerships, I have guided my
team to understand that DuBlasé’s success is not just measured in revenue, but in impact. Scholarships
awarded, partnerships formed, and lives influenced.

Innovation and resilience have been cornerstones of our growth. When navigating challenges in
distribution and competition, I leveraged data analytics, digital marketing, and automation to strengthen
operations, streamline inventory flow, and enhance customer engagement. This approach not only kept
us competitive in a saturated market but positioned DuBlasé as a modern premium brand built for
scalability and long-term sustainability. As a leader, I am most proud of how DuBlasé has maintained its
“Whiskey with Purpose” philosophy, proving that success in business can elevate communities.

I believe I deserve the honor of Small Business Leader of the Year not solely for the success DuBlasé has
achieved, but for what that success represents, a model of purpose-driven local entrepreneurship that is
felt beyond our state. I have built a company that embodies innovation, resilience, and integrity while
uplifting others along the way. My leadership has turned a dream into a sustainable enterprise that
merges craftsmanship with community, a true reflection of what it means to lead with both vision and
heart.

Addendum: Personal Statement of Merit

Darrin Eakins - SBLY NextUp Jax



Addendum: Letters of Recommendation
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Addendum: Forbes Feature Publication



Addendum: Additional News Features See additional media at:
 www.dublase.com/press
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